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The last census includes more than 58,000 large dams according the definition of 
ICOLD (height at least of 15 m above the foundation or above 5 m with a capacity 
above 3 million of m3). 
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ICOLD Definition of a Large Dam 
A dam with a height of 15 metres or greater from lowest foundation to crest or a dam 
between 5 metres and 15 metres impounding more than 3 million cubic metres. 
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• There are approximately 30% more Serious Failures than Very Serious Failures 
• RAISES 2 FUNDAMENTAL CONCERNS: 
     1.  Failure Trend over the period analyzed is essentially the same (but failure 
frequency is rising) 
     2.  Even if the “decrease” in the trend over the past decade is real, it would take 
another ~70 years to reduce the failure rate by a factor of 5.  (Assumes a water 
reservoir dam failure rate of 1 x 10-6 and 58,000 dams worldwide) 
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