


























ICOLD is publishing a new Bulletin called Tailings Dam Technology
Update

Classification of tailings into 5 categories from Coarse to Ultra Fine
Classification can be done with a simple “jar” settling test — mix
tailing to 50% solids by weight — place in a beaker and allow to settle
— measure solids concentration after settling (typically 2 hours to 1
day)

Example of coal fines
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* High uncertainty in selecting design values
* SCPTu provides the best way of determining spatial variability and
technical application of the results continues to mature — today it
represents the best technology available
» Pore pressure response during driving the CPT indicating
contractant response
* Micro interpretation of layers is not appropriate
* Selection of minimum values or lower quartile values
» Selection of liquefied strength uncertain: different methods:
Robertson, Bean, case histories
* High uncertainty with collection of representative undisturbed
samples for advanced lab testing and interpretation of results —
although still a valuable tool for understanding the behavior of
tailings under increasing stresses and is valuable for assisting in
FLAC modelling

* Need to consider the “body of evidence”
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